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SUBJECT: PENAL CODE REFORM PASSES 
REF BA 0615 

1. AFTER A LONG AND OFTEN HEATED DEBATE, THE CONTROVERSIAL 
PENAL CODE REFORM PASSED THE HOUSE OF DEPUTIES BY A VOTE OF 128 
TO 62. THE BILL WAS CONSIDERED NECESSARY BY PERON TO COMBAT 
TERRORISM AND WAS OPPOSED BY NON-PERONISTS AND LEFTIST PERONISTS 
(SEE REFTEL). WITH ONLY 3 EXCEPTIONS, THE VOTE STRICTLY 
FOLLOWED PARTY LINES. 

2. THE EIGHT DEPUTIES IDENTIFIED WITH LEFTIST PERONIST YOUTH 
WHO RESIGNED FROM CONGRESS ON JAN 24 RATHER THAN VOTE FOR 
PROPOSED REFORM WERE EXPELLED FROM THE JUSTICIALISTA MOVEMENT 
BY THE CONSEJO SUPERIOR AFTER THEY FAILED TO SHOW UP FOR THE 
DEBATE ON THE BILL. SO FAR, THERE HAVE BEEN NO FURTHER 
RESIGNATIONS. 
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